Some Glimpses Into Amanda’s Past-1
By Carolyn Tilley

When I go down a street, I often wonder what the history of a building is. or what was there at
one time. To know about early Amanda and the surrounding community in the 1800’s, we have
to read what someone has found out. We are lucky in the county that at the end of the century,
several histories were written by the pioneers or their sons or grandsons themselves. For the early
1900°s and on. we have some records of advertisements in the three first yearbooks of Amanda
High School, but more than that we have some first person tales.

Recently I was privileged to spend a day as a guest in the home of Vic and Phyllis Young with
Vic’s brother Ned. Ned Young just celebrated his 90" birthday and Vic his 87", Vic is one of the
oldest residents of Amanda and Ned of Circleville was raised in Amanda, had a business there
for awhile and was once mayor. | just listened to many stories of their boyhood times, tales of
earlier times they knew, people and events.

We will start in the middle of town with their family and their father’s business. There is a
parking lot on the north side of Main Street that is the Taylor Funeral Home parking lot today. At
one time there was a car dealership there owned by Noah Smith who was also a watch

repairman. In an ad for his business in the 1910 Amanda High School yearbook. he sold an
overland Model 61T for $1500. In 1916 Herbert Young, the Young brothers’ father, bought the
business. Ned was born in a home just west of the village building a bit to the east, but later the
family lived next to the funeral home to the west, just across the street from the business. That
was the house Mr. Young put up as collateral for the garage at the Farmers and Merchants Bank
in the present bank building. Mr. Young sold Buicks and Fords. The Buicks had to be driven
here from Lansing, Michigan. Ned said the pistons fit so tight, counting on loosening as they
drove, that you could only go 50 miles or so before you had to stop for awhile. The Fords were
put together in Columbus. Both the men remember the early cars going sputtering up the street.
Supposedly Sam Simon, vice president of the bank, owned the first car in Amanda. The Model
T°s were done by 1927, ranging in cost from $175 to $300, and the A’s were coming out in 1928.
Ned remembers the posters of the new models to come. Those were boom years. Fordsom
Tractors were sold in the 20’s, also. Cars soon came in by rail, standing up with no wheels, put
on later, of course. Some American Legion boys from Amanda made a Model A into an RV and
drove off to a convention in Texas.

There was a gas pipeline going across the state to Indiana, and there was a big rotary machine
that could rip the earth for the pipe. One driver had his arm ripped off, and Herbert Young had
driven the machine on one of the continuous shifts in Pickaway County. Working on the line,
were about 400 workers from many countries, immigrants, who were digging where the machine
could not go. At the end of their shifts they would go by the big machine and hit it with sticks
calling it names as they felt it was taking their jobs. The machine could do a mile a day.

With the garage and many businesses in town, things seemed to be going well. There were two
banks, the first mentioned, and the Clearcreek Valley Bank next to Hiatts with the K of P above.
Today that is the new medical clinic for Amanda. Then came “Black Tuesday™ of 1929 when the



stock market fell. Mr. Young had just brought two Model A Fords from Columbus, when
someone called to him that the bank had closed. He thought they meant the end of day closing
for the Farmers and Merchants where he had his loans of $8000 on his house and business and
people’s car loans. The Depression had started. All of the accounts did not measure up to a bank
inspector, and the bank needed its money. This caused Mr. Young to sell his business. The
family home was up for sheriff’s sale in Lancaster, and with borrowed money from Grandma
Young he was able to bid it back. Their father became very bitter as he did not get paid for the
many cars he had sold. Many farmers and others lost their farms and businesses. Those with
money in the bank did get 92 cents on every dollar. The Clearcreek Valley Bank continued, and
we will talk more about the banks. Things became very quiet in the village.

The Young men remember the earlier time that the street Main Street, was dirt, and would be
oiled to keep down the dust. Where people crossed, sawdust was put down to keep oil from
coming into homes and businesses. It was called Ohio 10 at that time. One Sunday after when
Ned was 9 and Vic 6, they were in father’s garage experimenting with a blow torch, gasoline,
and cattails for some tinder. Things got out of hand and a fire started doing some damage to the
workbench. They quickly got water to put out the fire, but father soon found them, and another
mistake was made, Ned lied about the incident. He received a whipping with a razor strap, Vic
escaping because of age, but as Ned said he never set another garage on fire!

Sometimes his father took cows in exchange for the price of cars or work. They were pastured
south of Amanda on the Ross Bussert place, later Clarence Hunter’s, and Ned and his sister
Geraldine would walk them to Amanda, up School Street, down the alley west to the barns
behind the garage, and the milk would be sold around Amanda. During the Depression to make
money Tony Swartz and Ned started the Hardly Able Trucking Co. with a cart to haul things for
people. A man named Roos, the Hartle Bros, and Joe and Vic Young also had little businesses.
They might work for Harley Huston at the mill hauling a small amount of coal to home owners
since the usual amount was a ton at a time which no one could afford. The boys would get a
quarter for hauling one-half ton. Vic said slabs from the sawmill would be 10 cents each. More

tales from Amanda next time.



Some More Glimpses into Amanda’s Past-2
By Carolyn Tilley

The pleasant visit at Vic and Phyllis Young’s home of Amanda with brother Ned Young telling
stories of their youth, yielded much information. Of course, it led to many more questions about
Amanda of the 20’s, 30’s and on. Ned mentioned the mills by the railroad tracks. There were two
standing on the south side on either side of the tracks. According to histories, Charlie Goslin, and
then the 1910 Amanda High School yearbook, James and Frank Reichelderfer started as a
canning factory in 1901, then later sold to Sears and Nicholas in 1915. The advertisement said
packers of “High Grade Peas, Corn and Tomatoes.” When the farmers changed to raising corn,
it closed. Across the tracks was the Amanda Milling Company, run by the Webb Bros. They
dealt in flour, feed, coal, hay and grain, and bought livestock. Huston and Swope owned the mill
and bought the canning factory when it closed in 1923. Across the street to the north where the
present mill, Amanda Grain is located, was The Farmer’s Exchange owned by a Mr. Ream, the
first co-op, as Ned explained. In the 1910 yearbook a student wrote a small history of Amanda
and we quote, * It now contains eight stores, three churches, a school, two elevators, a mill, a
canning factory and glove factory.”

As the years went by, there were many stores of all kinds, many not making it through the
Depression. John Dickson had a store were the empty building is on Main Street, last a grocery.
His sons Lloyd and Ray were with him and Lloyd bought the business later. In the 1912
yearbook, Dickson advertised as a Hardware with Studebaker buggies and wagons, stoves, and
sewing machines. In the 1917 yearbook, Willys automobiles were promoted along with clothing
and cameras. [t was a grocery with furniture, also, as the years went by. H. C. Hiatt in the K of P
Building, now the medical clinic, advertised in the 1910 yearbook for dry goods, groceries,
shoes, oil clothes, linoleums, stoneware, overalls and work shirts. There were both active
businesses when I was a child. Both ran huckster wagon that came to you loaded with groceries.
That was a treat for me to have one pulling up in our front yard. The Mettler Bros. sold general
merchandise, and Theodore Lape had home furnishings. W. C. Lape was a general contractor. D.
Kerby Lerch advertised in the 1912 yearbook as a Merchant Tailor. J. Lerch and Co. had general
merchandise, and ran a drugstore. G.A. Lutz and Son also had dry goods, hardware, and
motorcycle supplies. P.T. and L. E. Conrad had buggies and carriages, and horseshoeing on
South Center Street, School Street now. The building just recently torn down west of the post
office on the north, was Welch and Dum Furniture. They sold school books when you had to buy
your own. Ned remembers getting his Elson Readers there. Later it was Welch and Shupe, Kirby
Shupe. Elsie Dickson Bookman’s father later sold appliances there, and Elsie started her
business there over 50 years ago.

Besides the above mention of a pharmacy, there was separate advertisement for Edwin L.
Middleton. pharmacist in the 1910 yearbook, and A. O. Stephenson, registered pharmacist in the
1912 yearbook who mentioned a soda fountain. Boyd Strayer, class of "08 AHS was his drug
clerk, later to run a pharmacy. Many would be surprised to know that in the 1912 yearbook were
advertisements for a dentist, H. C. Fogler, and W. A. Cromley, physician and surgeon. Dr. J. E.
Hewetson’s add was in the 1910 yearbook. His family lived in the beautiful brick on Johns and
High, the Johns House. Samuel Strayer had a harness and shoe repair. His son Boyd “Pinky™



Strayer, mentioned above, had the drugstore on the corner of Johns and Main, still open for
candies and such when I was young.

The Farmers and Merchants Bank Company in the present bank building was organized in 1904
with a capital stock of $25,000, noted in gold letters on the front window, Ned remembered. The
promoters were from Columbus, and many from Amanda. The president was T. H. Griffith, S.H.
Simon, vice president, Clyde Barr, cashier, C.R. Lewis, asst. Cash, P.L. Schneider, secy. and
treas, with George Blue, Fred Lauger, Issac Reigel and A. H. Shaeffer Jr. as directors. The bank
did very well until the stock market fell and it closed. The Clearcreek Valley Bank was in the K
of P building, west of Hiatt’s. You will see the word bank in the doorstep as you enter the clinic
today. It was capitalized at $15,000 with Irvin Aspaugh and Leslie Lutz as directors, and John
Christy, Wendell’s father, involved in the beginning. He became in charge after the other closed.
Eventually they bought the closed bank building in the 40°s. Upstairs there was a dentist at one
time and even the newspaper earlier. The backroom was leased to Amanda Township where the
clerk, George Emil Griffith would issue relief orders during the Depression. Those in need would
receive an order for a limited amount of groceries and take it to Dicksons or Hiatts for just that
much. A Jesse Shue from Mile Hill came to borrow $50 during the Depression from the
Clearcreek Valley Bank; Mr. Christy said they were not loaning. Mr. Shue was most upset as he
indicated he owned quite a lot of land, and then reached in his pocket and pulled out a $20.00
bill, and said, “Here help some poor person who needs it.”

Near the bank on the east was once the telephone company and the post office. Joe Young,
brother of Ned and Vic, bought that building. Upstairs above the bank at one time, was a Mr.
Gortner who ran the Amanda Press. Not only did he print Amanda’s paper and was once mayor,
but as Ned remembered made kites that had lights on them for night. He later moved, but had his
business as early as 1912. Near these businesses by the bank, there was a bus stop for Murphy’s
Bus in the 1930’s. It was a stretched out Packard that ran from Lancaster, Amanda, Circleville,
Washington C.H. and back. There were two Spanish-American War veterans living in Amanda,
Frank Balthaser and Giggs Nye, who when they received their pension checks would pick up the
bus for Lancaster where they promptly got drunk. Everyone knew what they would be like when
the bus returned. Ned and some of the boys took some very thin copper wire and strung it across
an alley where “Old Man Balthaser™, as they called him, would have to walk and get tangled as
they looked on with amusement. Mr. Nye usually crossed the street no matter what was coming
and all said he would be killed one day. and one day it happened. More of this rambling next
time.



3 Some More Glimpses into Amanda’s Past
by Carolyn Tilley

As I visited with Vic and Phyllis Young and brother Ned Young, I learned so many things: here I
am on part three. It seems the more I learn, the more questions I have. | am sure many of you
have stories you have heard about the places and people of Amanda. Let’s go back to the center
corner of Main and Johns. Many remember the building on the southwest, the florist shop today,
as a hardware in our recent memory. Originally it was a hotel run by Stanton Johns’, (Mid West)
parents. In the 1917 yearbook there was The New Lutz Hotel with Teahan and John, Props.!
There was a bakery in the west section. Mrs. Johns continued to run it for a time after her
husband’s death. After Boyd Young sold his Ford and Buick garage, he ran a hardware in the
building for time. The Clyde Barr house, funeral home today, was owned by a fellow the Young
boys had a problem with, Leon Skank. Between Ned and his friends running an old Model T into
his garage and Vic and cousin Barney Young in Mr. Skank’s cherry tree, Father Young had to
settle matters several times. The house between the hotel/hardware and the Young home was
once owned by Jesse Hampshire and son Floyd had a gas station there before it became a funeral
home.

The big house on the southeast corner was built by Kirby Lerch. Later a Mr. Johnston who had a
general merchanise store next door, lived there. Beside the Legion today was the building where
Kenny Hiatt sold license plates in the front part of the store. At one time Al Reams of the mill on
the north side of the street owned the home. A Kane family also owned it and then in 1946, Dr.
F.C. Ayers and his family occupied the home, and it was his office, also. Today several special
young ladies make their home there. Opposite the home was the Strayer Drugstore. Next door to
the east, Ned Young's uncle, Toppy Crites. had his electrical shop. and there young Ned began to
learn his lifelong occupation.

In 1946 after serving in the war, Ned bought the property on the northwest corner, tattoo parlor
today, for $2200 . It had been Billy Balthaser’s store with a barbershop next door, King Brown’s
Barber Shop, and a bandstand beside it. For a time, his family lived in the barbershop; the Smoke
House, they called it as so many had smoked in it. Then they lived in an apartment above Ned’s
electrical repair shop. One day he visited Mrs. Lily Ochs to fix her iron. Her husband worked at
the grain mill. She made wine for the Lutheran church, and after he finished his repair she asked
if Ned would like a glass of wine, which he willingly accepted. Tommy Barr bought the property
next and made arrangements with the government to build a building for lease as a post office,
Shirley’s Beauty Shop today. Tommy lived upstairs the corner building and then in an area
behind the front area where he had a pool hall and place to play cards during the 40’s and
50’s.Many fathers brought their children to school events and went down to play cards. It has
been a vet’s office and now the tattoo had parlor.

The old Young garage and buildings in the alley was bought by Oscar Potts who lived in the
corner of High and Johns with Doc Bope across the street. Doc had his vet’s office behind the
drugstore along the alley facing Johns. Oscar Potts fixed up old cars. Vic Young said he bought
three from him, one for $15.00. Back on Ned’s property, he had torn down the bandstand used in
the 30’s. It had been built by Pete Hiatt and was sponsored by many businesses in town.



Billy Balthaser who had had a store in Ned’s corner building also ran a funeral home from his
home on High Street, west of Johns. He had a horse drawn hearse. The Grange building was
empty in the 30’s and several businesses tried there, but failed. One was James Fox who had a
hardware store. It was followed by Lyle and Kline, also a hardware with a funeral home on one
side. One of the few groups with money was the Grange, who bought the building selling the top
floor to the Masons. They began to hold Saturday night dances to make some money to help off
the building debt. In the orchestra was Herbie Roof on drums, Ms. Reed. piano, Eva Roberts on
the violin, and Doyle Haas and a Mr. Welch on saxophones. Ned can remember families who
came. There was also some Young musicians playing out on Justus® Store on Rt. 22. The O’Dell
family often took Ned along to dances to dance with the daughters! The Grange was also rented
to a lively religious group. Ned and “ the boys™ would sneek in the back to watch the
proceedings. During the Depression, the group prayed for sugar.

Speaking of sweet things, some of the best ice cream was in a establishment called The Tavern.
It was in a big brick house on the southwest corner of Main and McKinley. Gone today, it was a
filling station for a time.

Where the post office is today was a large beautiful house owned by the Lapes. It caught on fire
one day, in the attic. Since Amanda had no efficient fire service, Lithopolis was called. Every
one started carrying things out, in one door and out the other to save all they could. Vic Young
said when the pool table dropped from the third floor it was time to quite! When Lithopolis
arrived they put the hose in the cistern, but they didn’t know how to prime the pump and
promptly burned up the pump. Lancaster had been called but that was a slow process. That
corner then had a funeral home. Gene Crites had a funeral home in Stoutsville and brought it to
Amanda, making his a rest home. He had raised Ward Van Cleve who was in business with him
owning the funeral home later. Mr. Crites organized a German band which Ned was in.



4-Some More Glimpses in Amanda’s Past-4
by Carolyn Tilley

In the visit and conversations with Vic and Ned Young, they told of their early school days. The
area in front of the school, the A-C Primary today, was vacant. | have seen one picture of
children lined up on the front sidewalk with cattle in the pasture to the west. The men remember
all the area from behind the Lutheran church and the Johns house vacant to the railroad tracks.
They ran through the area to school and sometimes home for lunch. They soon had a path made.
Kirby Lerch had come to town with money, Ned said, in the late 1800°s and built the big house
on the southeast corner of Johns and Main. He bought most of the vacant land across from the
school and laid out the Lerch addition. There had been one shack there, the men remembered as
Shad Finney’s. The new lots began to sell in the 20°s for about $150.00 each. Boyd Strayer, the
pharmacist bought several. Later in the 40°s Stanton Johns felt his home town of Amanda would
be a proper place for a factory. After selling his house in Columbus, he sought notes from friends
in Amanda for $1000 each to start. Several of those men were Ray and Lloyd Dickson, Con
Nolte, Tommy Barr, and Ned Young. Mr. Johns bought several lots from Boyd Strayer and
started Mid-West Fabricating.

The elementary school the Youngs attended was the 1911 building and the high school was the
1925 building just to the south. They were connected in 1937, the year Ned graduated. The first
buses were horsedrawn wagons. Ed Wilson and John Hutchins had early buses. Mark Bussert
had one coming in from Hamburg area. Kenny Bussert and their Uncle Boyd Young also ran
buses. A Mr. Waits came in from Cedar Hill area where Ned’s wife Becky lived. The Youngs
remember finally a bus came in from the Clearport area. On snowy days it might not arrive until
10 AM and you could hear the students stamping their feet on the wooden stairs as they came
into the building.

Beyond the school north where the skating rink is today, built in the 1950°s, was a cement plant
in the early 1900’s. J. D. Moody and R. P. Moody ran the Amanda Cement Products Co.who
also sold fertilizer and agricultural lime. They were on the edge of what of us call “The Prairie™.

Old Muddy Prairie Rd. .Sand Hill Road today, just north of Amanda runs through a bog left by
the last glacier, the Wisconsin. As Charles Goslin explains it, it is impounded water after
receding of the ice cap where aquatic plants and grasses converted into the bog and formed peat
and muck in places as much as ten feet deep. Beneath this peat is a layer of quicksand and marl.
A large animal could disappear beneath the surface easily. You can imagine what it was like in
the very early days, but it had fertile soil. Soon attempts to make a road through the area were
started with countless loads of gravel along with logs laid side by side. When my mother was in
school before the Young men’s time, they often said don’t go home that way as there is no road
tonight, after a day’s rain perhaps. Many of us remember the swampy area on both sides of the
road before attempts to drain the whole area for farming. According to Goslin in early ditching
attempts bones of a giant sloth were found. There are two creeks in the low area where beavers
may had helped in the creation of the bog. Muddy Prairie Creek runs west to Clear Creek, and
Muddy Prairie run empties through Pleasant Valley into Clear Creek near Clearport.



You may wonder why we are discussing this with Amanda history. Ned and Vic Young told me
that Amanda used the bog as a dumping area in their early days. Tin cans and other garbage were
brought out to the area. But more than that many cars were pushed in: they would think 50 to 100
or more. When new 22 was built bypassing Amanda they had to go through part of Muddy
Prairie. Locals told the state of the problems, but they felt they knew how to build the highway.

It did have to be redone.

Picture shows along with Medicine Shows were brought to town in the late 40’s and shown on
Main Street. Ned tells of his sister Janet, his son Ronnie, and David Johns setting up lemonade
stands to sell to the audience. We thank the Youngs for a day of conversation and hope you have
enjoyed some tidbits of history.



The Boiler Explosion at Young’s Sawmill
By Carolyn Tilley

[t must have been a pleasant day in October, for Mrs. Simon Young was returning
to their residence across the road, when the unthinkable happened. No, you did not
miss the news of the Amanda area, for this boiler explosion at Young’s’ sawmill
took place on October 5", 1887. Perhaps she had brought lunch to her husband and
the workers at the mill. She was found in the road about 40 feet from the mill in an
insensible condition. Three ribs were broken, and she was badly bruised. She had
no recollection of the occurrence, and in fact was thought to be dead at first.

Let’s back up a minute to locate this event. The news at the time reported it to be at
Dutch Hollow. All of us local folks think of the Dutch Hollow as the area around
[srael Lutheran Church and the nearby homes just west of Amanda on Route 22.
Charlie Goslin mentions the event in one of his books, but Ned Young, a
descendant and my source for many Amanda happenings, located it exactly for us.
As the crow flies, it is not far north in the same section as Dutch Hollow, Section
33. Ned relates the mill was located at what is now 5370 Drum Road, 3 tenths of a
mile southwest of Ridge Road. Today this is the home and property of Mr. and
Mrs. Glen Stoneburner. The exact location is 75 feet east of the Stoneburner
residence and approximately 50 feet from the center of Drum Road.

David A, Young, Ned’s grandfather had just left the mill a few minutes earlier to
go for a log wagon. Ned said David had recently sold the mill to his brother Simon.
Four men were killed instantly that day. They were Simon Young, age 33 years,
Amos Young, also 33, George Lape, 28 years, and Perry Lape, 24 years of age.
The cause of the explosion was never really determined, but the indications were
that the water in the boiler had become too low, and the putting in of fresh water
produced the explosion. The boiler was torn in two, nearly straight across and a
part of it was found 80 to 90 yards away. The crown was found 250 yards distant.
The shed was wrecked and scattered, and the posts snapped off like pipe stems.
The boiler had been in use for several years, and according to one report had not
been considered entirely safe. This all was recorded by a J. P. Winstead, a justice-
of-the-peace who had come to investigate.

Simon Young’s skull was crushed. Perry Lape was the most mutilated of the four,
his head being blown entirely off, and fragments scattered about, his legs broken,
and a “ghastly” wound was in his abdomen. George Lape and Amos Young were
the other two killed, but less mutilated. Simon Young was the son of David T.



Young, and had been married to Allie, the daughter of Obed Brown of Amanda
Township. Amos Young was a son of Emanuel Young, Simon’s uncle, making
them, Simon and Amos, first cousins. Amos left a wife and four small children.
Amos’s wife, Mary Jane Lape, was a sister of the other two victims, George and
Perry Lape, and therefore, not only lost her husband, but her two brothers on that
fateful day. George Lape was a widower at the time, his deceased wife, Anna,
being a sister of Simon Young. Perry Lape left a wife and children. His wife was a
daughter of Jesse Brown of the East Ringgold. They were the sons of William
Lape, and Perry had come to work at noon on the day of the disaster. Edward
Young, who was an invalid suffering from TB, was occupying with his wife an
upstairs room at the residence of his brother Simon. The shock of the explosion
threw him from a chair in which he was sitting and seriously affected his condition,
the early reports claimed. One can see how the related families were so affected.

For those interested in connecting some of the descendants of the Young family
today, we found some history of the Youngs in a history of Fairfield County. With
Ned’s great help it was corrected, and we can connect some family and give a bit
of their background. The Young family hailed from Berks County, PA where John
H.Young was born in 1790, and had married Sarah H. Meyers. He brought the
family over the mountains and on the Trace when the oldest son, David T. Young
was just 6 months old. They arrived in the fall of 1818. John wrote a remarkable
journal telling of events of every day from expenses to where they stayed each
night. They arrived at the farm of George Stout near Stoutsville. The family then
settled in the Dutch Hollow area. The first homestead was near where the sawmill
of the explosion was. The house on the corner of Sixteenth Road and State Route
22 was the eventual home of many succeeding generations, being built in 1875.
John and Sarah Meyers Young had 14 children, with David T. the oldest. The rest
were: John H., Elizabeth, Samual, Elias, Emanuel, Isaac, Sarah, Sylvanis, Lydia,
Susanna, Silas, Isabell, and Amos. The parents and many others are buried there in
the Dutch Hollow cemetery.

David T. Young and Elizabeth Stout married in 1877 and also had 14 children.
Elizabeth Stout was the daughter of Isaac Stout of the area. His brother John H.
married Sarah Stout, and other community names come up as spouses of the
David’s siblings, like, Phillips, Fosnaugh, Bowman, and Crites. David T. and
Elizabeth had David A. Young, Elisa, Ellen, Rosanne, Simon (killed at the mill),
Susan, Joe H., Edward, (the invalid mentioned), Anna,( wife of George Lape killed
in the explosion), Wilson, William, Sarah, Mary, and Isaac. David T. Young spent
almost his entire life in Fairfield County and died in Amanda Township where he
engaged in farming and carried on wagon making. He had owned the mill of the



explosion before his sons David A. and Simon. David T. had run a water-powered
sawmill at Dutch Hollow at one time.

The son, David A. Young, of the history article, is the grandfather of Ned Young
of Circleville and Vic Young of Amanda. He was the one who had sold the mill to
his brother Simon and was just leaving the mill the day of the explosion. He was
born in 1852 and owned and farmed land in Clearcreek and Amanda townships.
His wife, Louisa Phillips, was the daughter of Jacob and Sophia Crites Phillips.
They had eight children: George, Ira, Theodore, Clarence, Ralph, Herbert (Ned and
Vic’s father) Alda, and Boyd. There is a picture in the county history of all of the
children with their parents beside the house at Dutch Hollow. These children and
others before, walked the fields south to Owl Hollow School, a one-room school
house. Since Ned and Vic’s mother was a Crites, Ned said there are many double
cousins, as the name Phillips comes up again, also. He had five cousins in his class
at Amanda High School. Many, many of the descendants stayed very close to the
community. Of note, Amos who was killed in the explosion had a mother who was
a Phillips, too. He left four children. A grandson owned land in the valley at Dutch
Hollow, another had a business in Amanda, and one farmed in the Amanda area.
David A.Young’s son Herb, Ned’s father, ran a garage in Amanda among other
business, and was once mayor, as was Ned. Herb’s brother Boyd’s family lived in
Amanda and the area, and we could go on. It is hard to mention someone whom
Ned does not say is related to him. I am sure the many descendants can connect
themselves to this pioneer family.
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A Century of Service by the Grange

By Carolyn Tilley

The Clearcreek Valley Grange, # 1843, celebrated it 100th anniversary of its founding on March
18, 2012. It was actually chartered as a subordinate Grange on March 22, 1912 in the 1.O.O. F.
Hall in Amanda. Meetings had begun in January of that year to discuss the advisability of
organizing a Grange locally and farmers and their wives met to discuss the possibility. Charles

Griffith was elected Grand Master at the 22nd meeting with 45 persons present. That summer they
sent a person to the State Convention and the chapter has continually stayed connected to all parts
of the organization. On this special occasion, the Ohio State Grange Master/President, Gary
Brumbaugh was the speaker for the afternoon event.

Nineteen State Grange officers and officials with their spouses were present that afternoon along
with Mr. Brumbaugh. The little hall was filled with members and other guests like County
Commissioner Judy Shupe and Sheriff Dave Phalen. Also present was Debbie Hamric, Branch
Manager of the Kingston National Bank of Amanda. For a time, the Grange had met in the upper
hall of the historic bank building. One surprise was the presentation of a 60-Year Membership
Award to Janyce Peters Burleson by the State Grange Master, and local Master Ben Blosser who
conducted the afternoon’s program. The Clearcreek Valley Grange members then served a meal of
their great home cooking for which they are known.

Though locally known as “the Grange™, the correct name is The National Grange of the Order of
Patrons of Husbandry. It is a fraternal organization for American farmers that encourages farm
families to band together for their common economic and political well-being. Founded in 1867
after the Civil War, it is the oldest surviving agricultural organization in American, though much
diminished from over a million at its peak in the 1890°s to the 1950°s. In addition to serving as a
center for many farming communities, the Grange was an effective advocacy group for farmers and
their agendas, including fighting railroad monopolies and advocating rural mail delivery. Indeed the
word “grange” itself comes from a Latin word for grain, and is related to “granary™, or generically,
a farm. The motto is “in essentials unity; in non-essentials, liberty: in all things, charity.

By 2005 membership was 300,000 in American with 3,600 Granges in 37 states. The
headquarters are in Washington D.C. and a headquarters building was built there in 1960. Many
communities still have a Grange Hall. Locally after meeting in several places, like the K of P Hall
and even members’ homes, the present building was obtained in 1934 with Oscar Potts purchasing
the lot, keeping the house, and selling the hall to the Grange and the Masons who use the upstairs.

The Grange was founded by seven men, mainly by Oliver Hudson Kelly. He was sent out by
Pres. Andrew Johnson after the Civil War to collect agricultural data in the South. Being a



Northerner he was not received well but as a Freemason, he overcame the problem and saw a need
to bring farmers together. The first Grange was Potomac Grange #1 in Washington D. C. still
going strong in 2011. As the organization grew it adopted non-partisan political resolutions to
work for the common good. They had insurance and other benevolent aid. It was unusual as
women and teens were treated as equals, in fact in local groups 4 of the 16 elected positions are
only held by women. Many Granges had cooperatives for awhile, some things were not popular
and membership was up and down. However, the Cooperative Extension Service, Rural Free
Delivery, and the Farm Credit Services were due largely to Grange lobbying. Other causes over the
years have been temperance, direct election of Senators and women’s suffrage. In the 1890’s to the
1920’s political parties took up Grange causes. Many locals then took up community services.

Memberships have included President F. D. Roosevelt and President Truman, A monument to its
founding is the only private monument in the National Mall in Washington. Although membership
is down as the number of farmers have gone down, it presses for causes like free trade and farm
policy. It has stayed non-partisan and had broadened its issues, and all persons are welcome to
join. There is a Junior Grange of ages 5 to 14, and at 14 regular membership is available. Within
the Grange, ages 14 to 35 is known as Grange Youth. When it began it took many rituals from the
Masons, and had secret meetings, oaths, etc. It has 7 degrees of membership and the meetings are
generally public today. but they acknowledge their rich history. It is a hierarchical organization
from local to National. The community Granges are “subordinate Granges’, grouped together as
Pomona Granges, usually all in a county. Then comes the state, 36 today, with the Potomac No. 1
that make up the National Grange. They represent the interests of all, but it is a grassroots
organization as policy comes from the local. The many benefits over the years is the extraordinary
lessening of rural isolation and betterment of farm opportunities.

The first group of local members reads like a roster of community names. Many over the years
have reached their 25 and then 50 or more year honors. The Clearcreek Valley Grange had
participated in county and state activities. In 1969, Joyce Ann Kerns was chosen Fairfield County
Grange Princess and then Ohio State Princess, representing Ohio at the National Grange
Convention in Florida. Then in 1979 Joyce and Noah Blosser were chosen young Grange couple
for the State of Ohio going on to the National Convention in lowa in 1980. Many local teams
joined with others in the county to enter ritualistic and drill contests where they received numerous
first places and

In 1981 Joyce Blosser was elected Lady Assistant Steward of the Ohio State Grange, the first state
office from our local.

The youth from the local Grange have been active in the county and state contests. Many members
have entered and won talent contests. There have been many youth on the State Youth Committee,
State Opening Team and participating in the state ambassador contests at the conventions. In 1994
Shelly Shaeffer was the Ohio State Grange Young Ambassador and then represented Ohio at the
National Grange Convention in Lancaster, PA in 1995. Another outstanding happening was when
Lisa Carpenter wrote a letter about her mother, Martha, nominating her for Super Parent of the
Year. She won first in the state and went on the National Convention in California where she won



first place! There are many winners at the Culinary Showcase Baking contests at the State Fair in
Junior and Youth area. There have been many craft winners at the fair and other winners in the
State Grange Baking contests.

The Grange has served many dinners over the years for the community. They have helped the
village, Fire Department, and the local schools, and Christmas collections with donations and time.
For the A-C Primary school they made and donated 106 Phonic Phones. They have donated to
and presented many scholarships. They have helped patients of Twin Valley Behavioral to attend
the Ohio State Fair, and helped furnish and serve food for the Veterans Picnic at the Chillicothe
Veterans Hospital. They have helped with Special Olympics and Farm Fair Day during the
Lancaster Festival. They have been buying dictionaries for “Words for Thirds since 2005. The hall
has been used by many groups over the years, and the local has sponsored monthly euchre card
parties for the community. In 2010 the Grange served a meal and hosted 20 people from the
Columbus International Exchange program from Tajikistan (Old Soviet Union). There was a
presentation about the Grange, tour of a farm and equipment dealer. The group has served meals at
the Soybean Festival/Fireman Festival for many years. Members work at the County Fair at the
Donut Hole booth and help put up the County Granger Booth. They have collected Campbell soup
labels, eyeglasses, pop tabs, empty cartridges, etc for the State Grange programs. They support
State and National projects of all kinds. They help pay part of members’ camp fees. conference and
convention fees. Clearcreek Valley Grange has been very active over the years and hopes to
continue with many activities, working with the county, state, and National Grange activities for
many more years to come.






